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FLOOR DEBATE

Robards and a confrontation with the dark side. That was a very 
interesting story. We are all having our education levels 
increased by these wonderful stories, and that's fine, but what 
I offered to do, and Senator Chambers had it pretty correct, was 
that I offered to work with him between now and Select File. He 
has said he has trouble with the drafting, he has said he has 
troubles with some of the wording, and we offered to work with 
him between now and Select File to take care of the problems. 
Perhaps that would help take some of the body's time off the 
floor. We could do some of this beginning, if that's his 
preference of words, to do some of this work and not take up the 
body's time. I was prepared to do that. Senator Chambers is 
not. He has said that he will be prepared to go to a cloture 
vote. So be it. But we have offered to work together. If he
absolutely hates the bill after the language is in his favor or
to his liking then we can have this extended discussion on 
Select File. Whatever he chooses to do is just fine with me, 
but we're going to try to stay friends through all of this. We 
just happen to disagree on the concept of acupuncture. This is 
what we're talking about, is the concept, if you would agree
that people should be given the choice of the kind of
acupuncture they receive. Maybe they don't want it. Maybe they 
would rather go to medical doctor. That's fine. Maybe they 
would want to go to a chiropractor. Terrific. We are asking 
for the choice and if I have a choice I would much rather have 
someone who is experienced, trained and educated in the practice 
that they are doing. That is the whole point of the bill. If 
the standards are not listed to Senator Chambers' liking, we can 
put them in the bill. I told you where they were. I told you 
what they were. I have a few pamphlets on acupuncture and 
oriental medicine, unfortunately not enough for everyone, but if 
you are interested come over and take a look at them. If you 
want to keep them, fine. If you just want to look and leave 
them, that's fine too. We just want to make you aware of what 
acupuncture is, why it is done the way it is done, where it 
comes from, what it's supposed to do and, above all, it is a 
patient choice. It is not laetrile. It is not voodoo. It has 
thousands of years of experience. Millions of Chinese can't be 
wrong. The amendment that Senator Chambers is talking about 
would take out, on page 11, on line 5, "or oriental medical". 
That's fine. I have agreed to that. We have been in


